Center for Earth Jurisprudence

A collaborative initiative of St. Thomas and Barry universities

16401 N.W. 37 Ave. = Miami Gardens, FL 33054
phone: 305-623-2389 = fax: 305-623-2390
www.earthjuris.org

The Center for Earth Jurisprudence presents the

Precautionary Principle Academy:
Walking the Green Line

The Precautionary Principle Academy is a forward-thinking event designed to engage members of the legal
and environmental communities in discussions about the Precautionary Principle and to outline the practical
implications of the Precautionary Principle as the basis for local and state laws. The Precautionary Principle
provides essentially that, where threats of serious or irreversible damage exist, lack of full scientific certainty
shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective action to prevent environmental harm (Rio
Declaration, Principle 15, UNCED 1992). In recent years this important legal principle has received greater
attention in the U.S. For instance, in 2003, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco
became the first government body in the U.S. to make the Precautionary Principle the basis for its
environmental policy. Three national experts from the Science and Environmental Health Network (SEHN) lead
the Precautionary Principle Academy: Carolyn Raffensperger, M.A., J.D., Ted Schettler, M.D., M.P.H., and
Joseph Guth, J.D., Ph.D. At this participative event, they discuss scientific and legal uncertainty, present case
studies, and investigate local applications. A panel of local lawyers and decision-makers addresses the
intersection between the Precautionary Principle and local environmental concerns.

CLE credit applied for.

Co-sponsored by Miami Dade College Earth Ethics Institute and Law Center, and
the City of Miami, Office of Sustainable Initiatives

Miami Thursday, February 5, 2009, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.: Reception (Finnegan’s River)
Friday, February 6, 2009, 8:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.: Academy (Lunch provided)
Miami Dade College Wolfson Campus, 300 N.E. Second Ave.,
Building 3, Room 3210
Panel of local issues, featuring Richard Grosso, Esq., executive director and general
counsel for the Everglades Law Center and professor of law at Nova University; Murray
Greenburg, Esq., former Dade County Attorney

Fee: $30 general public; $80 attorneys seeking CLE credit.
Free for students and faculty of St. Thomas University, Barry University
and Miami Dade College.

Register by e-mail at cej.reg@gmail.com; please make checks payable to the Center for Earth
Jurisprudence.
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Orlando Monday, February 9, 2009, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.: Reception (Orlando Museum of Art)
Tuesday, February 10, 2009, 8:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m. Academy (Lunch provided)
Harry P. Leu Gardens, Camellia Room, 1920 N. Forest Ave., Orlando
Panel of local issues: Robert Guthrie, Esq., Senior Assistant County Attorney, Orange
County; Anthony J. Cotter, Esquire, Shareholder, Gray Robinson, P.A. (confirmed); Linda W.
Chapin, Director, The Metropolitan Center for Regional Studies (invited); Lori Cunniff, CEP,
Manager, Orange County Environmental Protection Division (invited)

Fee: $30 general public; $80 attorneys seeking CLE credit.
Free for students and faculty of St. Thomas University, Barry University
and Miami Dade College.
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